
BURNING TREE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
September 17, 2015 

Board Meeting Minutes 
 

A scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Burning Tree Homeowners 
Association (“BTHOA”) was held at 6:30PM (Mountain Time) at the Town Hall of Columbine Valley, 
located at 2 Middlefield Road, Columbine Valley, CO 80123. 
 
Present were:  Jon Leonard, Ted Snailum, Tara Sonenstein, Judy White, Ben Huber and Patty Scriffiny. 
 
Absent were:  Kim Byers. 
 
There was a quorum of the Board. 
 
Guests in attendance:  Karyn Thompson-Panos, Vince Harris, Linda McMahon, and Ken Cook. 
 
Jon served as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Ben forgot to submit in advance the minutes of the prior meetings since April 2014 for approval. 
 
Old Business: 
Jon first acknowledged that Matt Downey had resigned as the pool director and welcomed Patty 
Scriffiny to the Board to replace Matt and fill the Board vacancy resulting from his departure.  Jon 
advised that Matt had resigned in late August and Patty was appointed by the unanimous vote of the 
remaining directors after expressing interest in the position. 
 
There was then discussion regarding the neighborhood newsletter, including how frequently do prepare 
and deliver it and whether to deliver it in hard copy, electronically or both.  The Board decided the 
newsletter should be delivered quarterly and should be delivered both electronically and as a hard copy. 
 
Vince noted that the speedboat that was in the driveway had been moved and that was no longer an 
issue.  There was also discussion about old cars in driveways and whether there was anything that could 
be done to remove them.  Other than changing and strengthening the neighborhood covenants, the 
only thing that could be done was to require registration of old cars if they are not registered.  That, 
however, is a town issue.  Accordingly, it was decided that the town should be called about any and all 
unregistered vehicles sitting in driveways. 
 
New Business: 
In response to a question, the Board noted that the BBQ at the grill is only available when the pool is 
open.  It was also noted that if someone wants BBQ access at the pool, it likely means they are having a 
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party and should comply with the pool party reservation system and rules.  At Patti’s suggestion, the 
Board then agreed that the BBQ should be thoroughly cleaned at the beginning of each pool season. 
 
The Board then discussed the 2016 preliminary budget.  Ted noted that, as usual, it was based on the 
prior year’s budget with flat revenues from HOA dues and relatively consistent expenses.  That said, he 
requested that the directors provide him with their individual budgets and requests for their primary 
area of responsibility (e.g., parks, pool, tennis, social, etc.).  There was discussion about increasing pool 
and park maintenance charges in general and then some more specific items, including cap ex projects.  
In particular, the retaining wall behind the tennis and basketball courts needs to be repaired, the cracks 
and concrete degradation on the tennis courts need to be fixed, the sprinkler system for the parks is 
under pressurized and needs some upgrading if not total replacement, the pool heater needs to be 
replaced, and various other less expensive items need to be addressed. 
 
Vince noted that he had noticed, and received complaints about, a big increase in dogs off leash.  He 
said this was leading to more confrontations among dogs and potential dog bites.  There was also 
continued concern about neighbors not cleaning up after their dogs.  There was discussion about 
whether and how to take action, including whether to request the town to start enforcing the leash 
laws.  The Board decided not to do anything at this time other than to put out a standalone one pager 
reminding the community of the rules about dogs. 
 
The Board then turned to the issue of whether two members of the same household could serve as 
directors on the Board.  Various Board members and guests had differing views.  Ultimately, the Board 
determined that no resolution or formal decision on the matter was required since it does not appear 
two members of the same household wish to serve on the Board. 
 
Board Reports: 
 
Parks (Judy) – There are several trees in bad shape that need to be taken care of.  There is also a new 
bench. 
 
Pools (Patty) – The cover is on the pool and it has been winterized.  The water will be left in it and 
chemicals added.  This protects against damage over the winter and makes it cheaper to open in the 
summer.  The final bill for the season from the pool service needs to be paid.  Although some 
homeowners wanted a doggy swim at the end of the season, there were numerous reasons not to do it 
and there was an overwhelmingly positive response for that decision. 
 
Tennis (Tara) – Tara is continuing to track down bids to repair the cracks on the courts but, given the 
coming of fall and winter, she has been advised to wait until spring to actually make the repairs. 
 
Social (Kim) – There is a final concert in the park scheduled for the upcoming Saturday.  We also need to 
find a host for the Christmas party. 
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Treasurer (Ted) – Ted briefly discussed the August 2015 financials and noted we were on budget.  In 
particular, we had $70K in our account and expected to spend another $20K by year end.  Ted also 
reminded everyone about the need to finalize the 2016 budget and to get their numbers to him since 
we only have two Board meetings left before we have to send out the proposed 2016 budget with the 
notice of the  2016 annual meeting. 
 
Secretary (Ben) – Nothing to report except that he had heard Karyn Thompson-Panos might be willing to 
run as a candidate to join the Board and take over responsibility as Secretary. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 
The next Board meeting is on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at 6:30 PM 


