
BURNING TREE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
May 19, 2016

Board Meeting Minutes

A scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Burning Tree Homeowners
Association (“BTHOA”) was held at 6:30 PM (Mountain Time) at the Town Hall of Columbine Valley,
located at 2 Middlefield Road, Columbine Valley, CO 80123.

Present were: Kim Byers, Michael Farley, Judy White, Ted Snailum, and Patty Scriffiny

Absent were Tara Sonenstein and Karyn Thompson-Panos

There was a quorum of the Board.

Guests in attendance: Bill Mills

Ted served as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Approval of Minutes:
Karyn had emailed to the Board members the April HOA Meeting Minutes immediately following the
April HOA Board meeting. The Board approved the minutes via email.

Old Business:
Scheduling and payment of bills:
To address the need for timely payment of bills, Mike offered to pay bills regularly on the 15th and 30th

of each month. If a situation occurs where a bill needs to be paid urgently, Mike would appreciate
receiving the bill via email. Since Ted is a signor, he agreed to take a range of about 10 checks into his
possession. This will allow for a situation where Mike is unreachable or unavailable. It was also discussed
that board members are at liberty to go ahead and personally pay for bills that are around $400 or less.
This should not be standard practice, however.

Review of board duties and functions:
Ted took this opportunity to let everyone know that he is not a micro-manager and he appreciates
everyone doing their own jobs. He encouraged the new board to have patience at coming together as a
team.

New Business:
Security Cameras:
Patty met with Paul Bennett at the pool for instruction on the cameras.  The three existing cameras are
currently configured to record from 9pm to 10am daily.  Only one of the cameras views pool water and
that only includes the deep end of the pool.  At this time, the way the system is set up, one has to
physically go into the storage shed and connect via a hard line to the system in order to verify it is
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working.  Access is complicated during the winter months since the storage shed is full of equipment,
furniture, etc. Judy made a motion to add a fourth camera to cover both pools, to record 24 hours per
day 7 days per week, and to get a price quote on remote access to check the operation of the cameras.
Kim seconded the motion and it passed. Patty commented that Paul mentioned that 4 hi-resolution
cameras recording 24/7 will have a weekly turnover which should still allow ample time to review tape if
necessary. Paul had offered to check on whether the pay phone is DSL capable so next meeting Patty
should be able to report on whether remote access to check on the cameras will be possible. We will
also discuss the possibility of making Wi-Fi available to pool visitors without impacting the security
system.

July 4th Party:
Kim said that she wanted a bouncy slide for the 4th of July. The board was amenable since July is drier,
the grounds are not so wet, and it is a more inclusive event for the entire neighborhood.  Judy noted
that the slide is anticipated to consume about 3,000 gallons of water.

Tuck Property:
Guest attendee, Bill Mills, gave a brief presentation about the Tuck Property developments. He said 105
houses are proposed with 11 on Fairway with access via Fairway and the remaining 94 internal
properties accessed via Hunter Run Lane.  Ryland, typically a tract homebuilder, is currently the
proposed builder for the latter houses. They are not concerned about building below the water table
because they will not include basements.

Bill recently attended a Mayor/Trustees meeting. Ted offered to help Bill consolidate a position with the
HOA leads.  Dr. McCauley, who orchestrated the petition against the Willowcroft property development,
recommended that a petition opposed be orchestrated as soon as possible. Bill said it is ready to go and
various volunteers have been assigned streets to obtain signatures. He did not provide a copy of the
petition.

The Tuck project is very concerning because with 105 new houses, traffic is anticipated to increase at
least 20%. The construction traffic is currently proposed to route through Hunter Run Lane, there are no
restrictions on building hours, and it is not clear who would pay for road damage from the heavy trucks.
In addition, there are no figures available right now on how many construction trucks will be needed per
home or how much volume is entailed.

Bill did receive some tips on how to delay the speed at which the Tuck project is progressing:
1. Emphasize the unique character of our neighborhood. We don’t have tract homes. We are not a

Highlands Ranch style neighborhood.
2. There is a possibility of burrowing owls on the Tuck property. These are an endangered species.
3. Get as many people as possible to attend the upcoming Public Hearing before the Planning and

Zoning Commission on June 14, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in the East Hearing Room at the Arapahoe
County Administration Building located at 5334 South Prince Street in Littleton.
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4. Have persons pre-coordinated to speak at the meeting for about two minutes each. This is
intended to avoid redundant speaking points.

5. Flood the Town with phone calls and emails so they notice that there is pushback on this project
and that a delay in the process is desired in order to consider it more carefully.

After Bill departed, Ted mentioned to the board that he had an email ready to go asking the Board of
Trustees to reaffirm Resolution 10 (regarding Cypress Point access). Kim made a motion that Ted
proceed and Judy seconded it.

Board Reports:
Pools (Patty) – Patty had several updates in anticipation of the May 28th opening:

1. The pool party application was updated and distributed via email with process instructions as
well as a notice to families that minors are not allowed at the pool during the BT HOA adult
social event on Friday, June 10 from 6-10pm.

2. Liz DeGrood is back on board as our pool party coordinator.
3. Patty recently met with Pam Eller to find out what all needed to be done prior to the pool

opening, then spent Sunday working at the pool moving equipment from the bathrooms to the
storage room, replacing tiles on columns, treating rust spots on the fence and cleaning up spider
webs and grime on walls. Jerry Koblitz replaced ties on the trash can covers.

4. After bathrooms were discovered to be in an abysmal state and with Ted’s approval to proceed
with necessary repairs, Patty hired a handyman to help her demo both bathrooms.  New anti-
skid floors have been installed by S & R Decorative Coatings; toilets will be reinstalled after
floors cure in two days, then new countertops and sinks will go in.

5. The only contract found in the files for John O’Donnell is from 2014. John O’Donnell does not
have a copy either but he said it was essentially the same. Kim said she would see if she had a
copy. Mike will proceed with paying the $8,000 invoice received from John O’Donnell for the
months of May and June by June 1st.

6. Joey Roberts has stepped down from opening/closing since he is too busy with his lawn service
so Patty is arranging for a replacement (which may be split between two kids) who will be
compensated at the end of the season and are responsible for finding and compensating their
own replacement in the event they are unavailable.

Treasurer (Mike) – Most of our revenues are in. Only one homeowner has yet to pay their HOA dues.
Patty asked is Mike could be reimbursed for his QuickBooks expenditure and Ted thought it was
definitely a reimbursable expense. Ted offered to write Mike a check.

Parks (Judy) – Judy had several points, which included:
1. Judy reiterated that Denver Water has adopted a new rate structure for water use. The more

that is used, the higher the pay rate.
2. Judy is looking into new railroad ties for the North Park.  There are nails sticking out.
3. The $5,000 upgrade to the sprinklers has been delayed due to the weather.
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4. Judy received her first bid on replacing the wall by Platte Canyon. Since it was $65,0000, Judy
suggested a sub-committee be formed with a resident geologist, engineer, and accountant.

Mike mentioned to Judy that a backflow report came with the bill.
Patty asked if maintenance of the planting bed right outside the entrance to the pool was a park
responsibility or a pool responsibility. Judy clarified that it was with the parks, however, only as funds
allowed for improvement. Judy did confirm that new mulch was planned.

Social (Kim) – Three events are upcoming:
1. Friday, June 10th, 6-10pm Happy Hour for adults at the pool
2. Saturday, June 11th, Neighborhood Garage Sale
3. Monday, July 4th, Pool party and bouncy slide in the park for all resident families

Tennis (Tara via email) – Tara has been in constant communication with Coatings Inc regarding the
repair of our courts. We have been having the higher temperatures which they need, but unfortunately
the off and on rain has made them unable to repair them yet. They did attempt a crack repair and had to
cancel it mid job as they were finding the cracks were not fully dried out from the rain. So we plan on
touching base on Monday and hopefully we will have had enough days of sunshine and no rain in the
future forecast to get them done. Tara will provide a status at the beginning of the week.

Mike had a question: Do we have hours for the tennis courts? The general response was “no.” Since no
one seemed to have an issue establishing hours, no further action was taken.

Secretary (Karyn via email) -- If you have any communications to go out to Burning Tree residents over
the next few days, please use the email file Karyn sent out on May 17. Send out your note directly, using
BCC to protect privacy. Karyn updated the file with Deb Peppard's new email and removed the Joeckels'
email. As always, this file is confidential and to be used only for official Burning Tree communications.
Karyn will return on Sunday.

As we agreed at the last Board meeting, we will distribute hardcopy newsletters next week, before
Memorial Day, in order to include Patty's pool information before the pool opens. Thanks to Kim for
agreeing to copy the newsletter. Please send me your newsletter content by end of day Monday, May
23 so Kim has time to make copies. Mike, please send along the current financials and any
accompanying message. Ted, please send me thoughts for a "President's Corner," as we discussed.

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.

The next Board meeting is on Thursday, June 16, 2016 at 6:30 PM.


