
BURNING TREE HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION
July 20, 2017

Board Meeting Minutes

A scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s
Association (“BTHOA”) was held at 6:30 PM (Mountain Time) at the Town Hall of Columbine Valley,
located at 2 Middlefield Road, Columbine Valley, CO 80123.

Board members present were: Ted Snailum, Amy Chekal, Kim Byers, Tina Crine and Karyn Thompson-
Panos

Absent: Judy White, Kerri Luther. There was a quorum of the Board.

Guests in attendance:
Vince Harris 6 Spyglass Dr.
Marko Vukovich 66 Fairway Lane
Larry Franson 11 Cypress Point Way
Cindy Smith 73 Spyglass Dr.
Dennis Smith 73 Spyglass Dr.
EJ Crabbe 95 Fairway lane
Cindy Crabbe 95 Fairway Lane
Barbara Keusch 12 Spyglass Dr.

Ted served as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Approval of Minutes:
The Board members approved via email the minutes from the May HOA meeting via email (there was no
HOA Board meeting in June).

Agenda:
A. Old Business – New Business:
1. Recap of this week's Columbine Valley Board of Trustee meeting
2. Discussion on continued public access between Spyglass Drive and Fairway Lane between the Smiths'
and Vukoviches' residences
3. Special pool topics:

 Proposed introduction of regular "Safety Break" intervals at the pool each day where the
lifeguard on duty blows the whistle to have everyone exit the pool for a short period of time, so
that the guard can take a break, swimmers take a break to reapply sunscreen, etc.

 Discussion on a c communication to residents about cleaning up after themselves at the pool
and clarifying the lifeguard's job duties.

4. Proposal to include in the monthly newsletter items for sale and services offered by Burning Tree
residents.

B. Board Reports
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1. Development update
President Ted Snailum gave an update on the Board of Trustees meeting held on July 18. The
Board approved the plan of 95 homes, down from proposed 105 homes.  11 custom homes will
line Fairway Lane and face the existing Old Town houses.  The cul-de-sac behind the 11 custom
homes will also access Fairway Lane, so 22 homes in total will access the development via
Fairway Lane. The remaining 73 homes will access Hunter Run lane. A negotiated compromise
was reached that will not provide full connectivity between the two areas of the subdivision.

The wall on Hunter Run Lane will be raised to around 8’ for those residents who want it, and
wrought iron fences will be replaced with brick. Most residents along Hunter Run Lane are
getting the wall/fence modifications that they have asked for.

Construction management parameters allow construction from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon-Thurs., 7-5
Fri. and a half day on Sat.  No construction will take place on Sun. The Town will assess fines on
CalAtlantic if they violate the agreement. Neighbors observing any construction management
violations should contact JD McCrumb, Town Administrator.

3,300-3,500 dump trucks filled with dirt will start making deliveries via Hunter Run Lane as soon
as the wall is constructed.  CDOT has asked to move Platte Canyon 5-6’ west, and Polo meadows
would like to widen Platte Canyon at that intersection prior to the dump trucks arriving. CDOT
has not agreed to a light at Hunter Run lane and Platte Canyon, but they will build a deceleration
lane and an acceleration lane at that intersection. As part of the move of Platte Canyon 5-6’ to
the west, the light signal at Burning Tree will be moved outside of the brick wall, and a sidewalk
will be built on Platte Canyon along the wall leading to Hunter Run Lane from Burning Tree.

Ted Snailum and other HOA presidents have been working with a Town-appointed architect and
CalAtlantic to finalize home designs that are acceptable. The main outstanding issue is the
enforcement of the construction management plan and architectural guidelines.  The HOAs will
need to stay vigilant.

Next steps:  The possibility of a referendum still exists.  Only 60-70 people’s signatures are
required to get a referendum started.

2. Public access to Old Town via 73 Spyglass Drive and 66 Fairway Lane
Vince Harris, ARC chairman, presented the basic information about the lack of an easement
between the 2 homes.  The ARC took the stand that the two homeowners should determine
what should be done regarding access through their property.

As background, the Town requested that 66 Fairway and 73 Spyglass be resurveyed in 1980. It
was determined at that time that no easement could exist because the footings of the homes
had been built too close together.  Marko Vukovich, new owner of 66 Fairway along with his
wife, expressed that their goal is not to be difficult new neighbors, but they have concerns about
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pedestrians passing so close to their windows, affecting their privacy.  He and his wife would
prefer that the public access cease. In addition, residents bring dogs through their property, and
their children have been bitten prior to moving to Burning Tree and are especially fearful. With
the buildup of Wild Plum Farm, it is believed that many more people will access this path.

Dennis and Cindy Smith at 73 Spyglass Dr. have recently expanded their backyard landscaping
and have noticed increased foot traffic now that they’re in their backyard much more.  They are
concerned about increased traffic built from pedestrians that are not Burning Tree residents
after Wild Plum Farm is built. The Smiths are also concerned about golf carts driving through
their yard.

Since it is the homeowners’ property, Ted Snailum recommends that the residents of those two
properties could put up signs saying something like Private Property, No Access or No Public
Access, etc. The Vukoviches will work with the ARC to post a sign and consider landscaping
alternatives.

The Crabbes from 95 Fairway Lane, who live next to the one official easement and cart path
between Burning Tree and Old Town, raised a concern about the amount of golf cart traffic,
which has increased 2-3 times in the past 2 years. There is an issue with people parking on
Fairway Lane or Spyglass Dr. blocking the path, causing golf cart drivers to try to cut through the
yards at 95 Fairway and 1 Spyglass. The carts are frequently driven very fast, posing a safety
issue when the Crabbes back out of their driveway. Vince Harris suggested that signs be erected
by the Town on the golf cart path, both regarding speed and not blocking the path. Ted agreed
to talk to JD McCrumb of the Town staff about maintaining the cart path, especially in winter
when it becomes icy, and about erecting some signs.

3. Pool discussion
 John O’Donnell, our pool contractor, has proposed introduction of regular "safety break"

intervals at the pool each day where the lifeguard on duty blows the whistle to have everyone
exit the pool for a short period of time, so that the guard can take a break, swimmers take a
break to reapply sunscreen, etc. Other pools in the area do this for 15 min. every hour.  John
suggests a 10-15 min. break every hour.  The Board agreed to a 10 min. break at the top of each
hour at the discretion of the lifeguard.

 Amy Chekal discussed a communication to residents about cleaning up after themselves at the
pool and clarifying the lifeguard's job duties. She requested an article in the next newsletter
reminding residents to clean up after themselves.

4. Burning Tree marketplace content in the monthly newsletter
Barbara Keusch proposed adding a section in the newsletter regarding items for sale and
services provided by Burning Tree residents. She shared a sample prototype of what this would
look like. The Board agreed that this would be a good addition to the newsletter.
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New Topics Added to the Agenda:
1. Status of maintenance responsibility for the golf cart path. Ted agreed to check with JD McCrumb.

2. What is the plan for the burned down house with the pool behind the Fitzpatrick’s? The home in
question is not in Columbine Valley, has had crime scene tape around it, and has an unfenced pool,
potentially posing a hazard to neighborhood children. The homeowner plans to rebuild.
It was suggested that the Town consider purchasing the land, and that JD McCrumb be called. It has

previously been reported that the Town would consider this if the homeowner reached out to the, but
that they would not initiate such a discussion.

3. The irrigation problems with the 2 homes on Fairway Lane have not made any progress. Vince
Harris will continue to work with the owners to ensure progress is made in keeping their lawns from
dying.

Board Reports:
Pools (Amy Chekal) – Amy reported that the handyman she hired has regrouted the tile around the

barbecue and replaced the doors to the barbecue.  He has also added Plexiglas kick plates on the
storage doors that had been damaged by water. She reported that the grill has a faulty igniter switch,
but the Board agreed it was probably too costly to pay an electrician to repair it.  Amy will put a sign on
the grill stating that it must be lit manually.  She plans to order a grill cover as well to protect it from the
elements.

Treasurer (Tina Crine) – Tina reported that the ending balance in the bank account at the end of June is
$108,400. She noted that the Excel charge for June was $1,000, compared to $600 for the same time
period in 2016.  She agreed to look at the consumption year over year to determine if this is due to
increased electricity cost or some other cause. Tina also plans to contact the Town regarding when she
can expect the lottery funds to be made available to Burning Tree.  She has renewed the insurance and
paid the premium, and she reported that the tennis courts repairs, which were completed this week,
will be paid out of our capital improvement fund.

Social (Kim Byers) – The bags tournament has been scheduled for Aug. 12.  The progressive happy hour
has been scheduled for Sept. 10.

Parks (Judy White) – Judy was unable to attend the meeting.  She sent the following report via email:

The sprinklers have been big issues again. It appears someone drove over a box in the North Park,
making it press down and crack a white (big water!) pipe. Luckily a neighbor told Vince Harris who
called Judy, and she was able to get it repaired that evening. The Pool Park will be re-checked this next
week for issues. We had 2 broken wires in valve boxes (2 separate occasions) which shut done 2 cycles.
It is hard to know when this happensuntil it gets dry and then is it dry or is there a problem? Thus, the
headache. Both are repaired. Also, work done by Xcel Energy earlier in the summer entailed them
putting down sod to make a repair. They 'nicely' sodded over a sprinkler head which was eventually
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found and dug out. Even without these issues, of which 2 involved the north end of the Pool Park, grass
is extremely hard to grow in this area. Judy is thinking of capping off the sprinklers along the Ned White
property, run a new line 6-8 feet out and xeriscaping (nicely) this area. It would cut down on water
where grass doesn't thrive anyway and just look better all round. She solicited feedback on this.
Lastly, there is not enough time to run the sprinklers properly within the hours constraint of the pool.
As unpopular as it would be, Judy asked if there is much swimming from 9-10 pm and if the sprinklers
could be scheduled then? She is looking for creative solutions to when to run the sprinklers without
getting pool goers and park walkers wet. The earlier we can start them in the evening, the better it is
for the grass. Judy also communicated in her email that she hoped there was some way to work out still
being able to walk through to the Country Club area between the Smith's and the Vukoviches' property.

Secretary (Karyn Thompson-Panos) – Karyn reported that the Burning Tree website had been updated
with current financial reports and monthly Board meeting minutes.  There is high demand for this
information by title companies due to the active sales environment in the neighborhood.  She also
reported that she had spoken to Town Administrator JD McCrumb regarding storage of official HOA
documents and that he had agreed to store them at the Town Hall. Karyn will send out the July meeting
minutes for approval via email. She will be unable to attend the Aug. meeting, but we will keep it
scheduled until it can be determined if there will be a quorum.

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

The next Board meeting was to be held on Thursday, August 17, 2017 at 6:30 PM. However, the
meeting is cancelled since most of the Board members are unable to attend, so Karyn will send out a
note informing the residents that the August meeting is canceled.


