
Minutes of the  
2020 Annual Meeting  

Of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association 
 
I. Commencement 

The 2020 annual meeting of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association 
(BTHOA) was held on January 16, 2020 at the Town Hall of Columbine 
Valley.  The meeting started at approximately 6:40 p.m.  Ted Snailum, 
BTHOA President, opened the meeting and presented the agenda below.  

 

II. Attendance 

Board members present: 

Ted Snailum 
Kim Byers 
Tina Crine 
Hanna Rich 
 
Board members not present: 

*Kerri Luther, Secretary 
Katie Mohler, Tennis 
Mandy Spina, Pool 
 
 
Homeowners (by household) present: 

8 households were present and voting in person. 10 residents in total were 
in attendance, in addition to the 4 current Board members.  22 votes were 
registered by proxy ballot. 
 
 

 

*In Kerri Luther’s absence, Karyn Thompson-Panos took the minutes. 



III. Board Reports 

A.  Social:  Kim Byers made her final report to the Board, as she is 
retiring from the Board.  She reported that there was good attendance at all 
of the social events this year.  Ted thanked Kim for her years of service on 
the Burning Tree Board. 

 
 
 B. Parks:  Hanna Rich presented a wrap-up of park matters.  She 
had a tree treated near the front sign in November, and we should expect 
to see improvement within 2 years. Our sprinkler company is relocating, so 
Hanna is searching for a new company. It is time for new mulch in the park. 
Hanna suggests that we schedule a cleanup day in the spring to spread 
new mulch. 
 
 

C. Pool:  Mandy Spina was unable to attend the meeting.  In her 
absence, Ted presented a wrap-up from Mandy of pool matters for 2019 
and 2020: 
 
2019: 
 
2019 was a very busy summer for the Burning Tree Pool.  It opened Friday 
May 24th to match up with the last day of school for LPS.  The kids in the 
neighborhood were responsible for opening and closing the pool this year 
and it all went smoothly.  The pool closed at 9:00 pm this year and it was a 
good change.  We also decided to keep the grill unlocked as to make it 
easier for residents to use the grill after the life guards went home.  As far 
as we know, that was a positive change and residents were responsible 
and safe with the grill.  Liz Degrood graciously offered her time to help 
organize private parties again.  All seemed to go pretty good with that with 
the exception of some frustrations regarding finding life guards who want to 
work into the evening.  We will have to discuss more with John about ways 
to work with that.  We discussed ways to add more shade to the pool area.  
Being June was kind of a bust, it didn't seem to be quite as hot as in years 
past and we didn't press the issue of extra shade.  That might be 
something we want to consider for next summer.  The biggest issue the 
pool had was a continued disregard for the pool rules, mostly regarding 
glass and pets in the pool area.  No discussion has happened about ways 



to keep this from happening but the glass in the pool area is a real safety 
concern that needs addressed.   
 
John O'donell with All Star Pools continued to manage the pool for us and 
did a great job.  He continues to tell us that we need to consider re-
plastering the pool in order to keep the tiles from falling off.  Although we 
were hoping that would happen next summer, it looks like we might try and 
make it one more year.  John did get 2 quotes for us but we are hoping for 
one more and clarification on some of the quotes. John did have to fix a 
broken pipe in the bathroom on the last day of the summer but other than 
that the pool equipment is in great shape.   
 
There were discussions of trying to keep the pool open for a week or two 
into September with a few ideas around how we would pay for it, but 
nothing came to fruition.  Due to issues finding and retaining life guards for 
the entire summer once kids go back to school, most of August was without 
lifeguards during the week.  There did not seem to be any issues regarding 
this.   
 
There may be a leak under the concrete on the South East Corner of the 
pool.  John will be having a specialist out in March to try and detect the leak 
and tell us if any other action needs to take place.   
 
2020: 
 
For the summer of 2020, we will continue to use neighborhood kids to open 
and close the pool.  John O'donell is also looking for at least two more 
neighborhood kids to life guard next year.  Here is his contact information if 
you are interested.  You can either call or send him an email. 
 303-961-0632 
  john@allstarpoolscolorado.com 
We will try and open on the last day of school for LPS, May 22, like we 
have in years past.  We are in the second year of our contract with John so 
that is all set.   We will continue to have conversations regarding the private 
parties.  There has been discussion of raising the cost of a private party 
and potentially not allowing them on Saturday evening anymore.  I have not 
reached out to Liz Degrood yet to see if she is willing to help with 
organizing private parties again this year or not.   
 
Discussion following the pool report: 



Should we ask the Hommels for a recommendation for a company to do 
repair work at the pool? It was suggested that they may know of a good, 
reasonable contractor. We are currently evaluating bids from 2 companies. 
 
The history of the pool drain requirements was reviewed, as our pool 
update was done at a time that a new pool drain system was required by 
the state legislature for public (not private) pools. Pam Eller recommended 
that if we are replastering the pool, it might be a good time to re-evaluate 
the pool drain for safety. 
 
Discussion took place regarding increasing the cost charged to rent the 
pool for private parties. It was agreed that increasing the fee to $100 would 
not likely discourage pool rental but would be fairer compensation for the 
inconvenience to neighbors. 
 
 

D.   Tennis:  Ted Snailum, President, provided the following report 
for Katie Mohler (Tennis Director) in her absence: 
 
2019: 
Renner Sports repaired the cracks and patches under warranty. Repairs 
were all covered by Renner. One basketball hoop net was purchased for 
$14.25 and will be installed soon. No other expenses for Tennis/sports in 
2019. 
 
 
2020:  
 
Predicted to have some more crack repair and maintenance due to weather 
and settling of the asphalt tennis courts. Repairs/maintenance predicted to 
cost $2,000. Plan to blow or power wash the courts before summer play to 
remove debris, being careful to not damage the patches. 
 
Discussion following the tennis report: 
 
Tara Sonenstein has been contacted regarding tennis lessons by the same 
coach who provided lessons last year.  The contact was passed on to 
director Katie Mohler for a response. 
 



Vince Harris suggested that we remove the old wooden table at the SW 
corner of the tennis courts. The warped wooden top might be replaced, but 
the table may need to be sent to the dumpster at the next Town dumpster 
day. We should ask a neighbor with a truck to help remove it. A new table, 
if one is purchased, would need to be secured so it is not stolen.  The 
group recommended that Katie contact some tennis players to see if they 
would use a new table before a replacement is purchased. 

 
 
E.  Treasurer:  Tina Crine, Treasurer, presented the proposed 

budget for 2020.  (We have previously distributed the 2020 budget, along 
with 2019 budget and the actual for 2019.)  The budget proposed for 2020, 
approved by the Board and requiring approval from the homeowners, 
reflects anticipated expenditures by each functional member of the Board. 
 
Our cash on hand as of 1/1/2020 is $87,288.  Estimated cash at the end of 
2020 is $64,788. 2020 dues will remain the same as last year’s dues. Dues 
has been received from 10 homeowners to date. 
 
Capital Expense: 
Anticipated capital expenses in 2020/2021 include pool reparations and 
overhaul of our parks’ sprinkler system.  We have $50,000 allocated for 
capital expense in this year’s budget, but it could be deferred if needed. 
 
 
IV. Action Items 

 A. Budget:  The next order of business was approval of the 
BTHOA 2020 Budget as previously approved by the Board and submitted 
to the Burning Tree homeowners with the notice of the 2020 BTHOA 
Annual Meeting.   

As 34 votes present in person or by proxy voted in favor the budget, the 
BTHOA 2020 Budget was approved.  22 proxy ballots were counted, and 
all approved the budget.  A copy of the approved BTHOA 2020 Budget is 
attached as Exhibit A.   



 B. Board seats:  Ted then turned to the nominations for the three  
open Class A Director positions (meaning Board seats that come up for 
election in even years), being: 

 Tina Crine 
 Katie Mohler 
 Jesse Larzelere 
  
A verbal vote was cast, with the Board members and all homeowners 
present voting to approve the three nominations. 22 proxy ballots were 
counted, all of which approved the Class A Director nominations. 
 
 
 
V.   New Business  

 
A.    Vince Harris raised the issue of estate sales and the concern 

that the Board of Trustees was considering restricting them to the date of 
the one-day neighborhood garage sale. Apparently no vote was taken, but 
Vince wondered if the HOA had a liaison to the Board who could support 
the view that estate sales should remain separate and permissible. 

 
B.  A neighbor asked for an update on repairing the cart path. Ted 

communicated that this is in the Town budget for 2020 and that the Town is 
working with the homeowners along the cart path to repair the retaining 
wall. It’s anticipated that the path will be widened to allow for a blade for 
snow removal. 

 
C. Neighbors raised the issue of the security camera at the 

neighborhood entrance on Platte Canyon. The solar-powered game 
camera that had been installed at the entry was stolen. There is no plan to 
replace it. The cost of Internet connection of the surveillance cameras at 
the pool was discussed. The consensus was we should take those 
cameras offline to save money. Mandy should contact Paul Bennett to 
explore options. 



D.   Vince Harris asked that we include details about the primary 
election and caucuses following it.  He will send a note to Barbara Keusch 
(Terlecki).  

 
E.  Kim Byers informed the Board that LPS is looking at changing 

boundaries that would impact Wilder attendance. Bow Mar students would 
attend Centennial instead of Wilder, which would mean reduction in the 
number of teachers and other staff at Wilder. 

 
F. Ted reported that legacy bricks are available for purchase at 

the Town for $100 to be used to pave the stage at the Town Hall. 
 
 

 
VI.  Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:15 p.m. 
 
Exhibit A  
 Approved Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association 2020 Budget 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exhibit A 

 

Burning Tree Homeowners Assoc.
Approved Budget  for 2020

2019 Budget Actual (thru 12/31/19) Proposed 2020 Budget 2020 Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income - Dues $ 676.00 77,348.00 77,348.00 77,348.00 77,348.00
Interest income
Lottery 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
Transfer Fees & other income 4,000.00 5,225.00 4,000.00 4,000.00
Total Income 83,348.00 84,573.00 83,348.00 83,348.00

Expenses
Administration 4,000.00 516.77 4,000.00 4,000.00
Miscellaneous 0.00 636.62 0.00 0.00
Parks 33,000.00 30,800.26 33,000.00 33,000.00
Pool 33,000.00 35,571.48 34,000.00 34,000.00
Social Events 3,100.00 2,862.81 3,100.00 3,100.00
Tennis 1,000.00 14.25 1,000.00 2,000.00
Total Expense 74,100.00 70,402.19 75,100.00 76,100.00

Net Operating Income 9,248.00 14,170.81 8,248.00 7,248.00

Other Income
Capital Reserve Dues 20,252.00 20,252.00 20,252.00 20,252.00

20,252.00 20,252.00 20,252.00 20,252.00

Capital Improvements 10,000.00 0.00 10,000.00 50,000.00
10,000.00 0.00 10,000.00 50,000.00

Net Other Income 10,252.00 20,252.00 10,252.00 -29,748.00
Net Income 19,500.00 34,422.81 18,500.00 -22,500.00

Beginning Cash 1/1/20 87,288.89
Estimated Cash 12/31/20 64,788.89


