
BURNING TREE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
February 18, 2016

Board Meeting Minutes

A scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Burning Tree Homeowners
Association (“BTHOA”) was held at 6:30PM (Mountain Time) at the Town Hall of Columbine Valley,
located at 2 Middlefield Road, Columbine Valley, CO 80123.

Present were:  Tara Sonenstein, Judy White, Patty Scriffiny, Ted Snailum, Michael Farley and Karyn
Thompson-Panos.

Absent were: Kim Byers.

There was a quorum of the Board.

Guests in attendance: Vince Harris

Ted served as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Approval of Minutes:
Karyn emailed to the Board members the January Annual Meeting Minutes that former secretary Ben
Huber drafted.  The minutes were approved unanimously.

Old Business: Vince Harris asked the Board if there were any special concerns that should be focused on
more in 2016.  No additional input was given.  Vince also brought up 2 issues from the Annual Meeting:
1) reducing the speed limit and 2) how to address neighbors leaving older vehicles parked on driveways.
Vince suggested that more police presence during high traffic time might cause drivers to slow down.
The Board does not support reducing the speed throughout the neighborhood.  Ted agreed to talk to JD
McCrumb, Town Administrator, about arranging for a greater police presence and to find out if there is
anything else we can do to reduce the speed in the neighborhood.

The Board discussed adding a capital improvement fee for home buyers in addition to the $25 transfer
fee when homes are sold. Kim Byers had mentioned in a previous meeting that this is common in other
neighborhoods, charging as much as $500. Ted will research whether a general vote will be necessary to
approve this new fee.

New Business:
The Board discussed and voted on the assignment of Board positions now that 2 new members have
joined the Board, replacing the previous President (Jon Leonard) and Secretary (Ben Huber).  The Board
positions for 2016 are as follows:
President, Ted Snailum
Treasurer, Michael Farley
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Pool, Patty Scriffiny
Parks, Judy White
Tennis, Tara Sonenstein
Secretary, Karyn Thompson-Panos
Social, Kim Byers

Board Reports:

Pools (Patty) – The Raypak P962 heater, the two TR-100C filters, and the Pentair VS-SVRS pump are all
on order. Since delivery is estimated at six weeks, we should have the equipment by the end of
February. Demolition of the existing equipment will take place soon in preparation for the new
equipment. Construction is anticipated to be completed in March.  The equipment warranty is 1 year,
with a life expectancy of 10 years. John O’Donnell, with All Star Pools, is in the process of lining up
lifeguards for the summer season.

Tennis (Tara) – Tara will have the vendor doing the upcoming repairs come out for another review
before the work begins this spring to be sure no new problems have arisen.

Parks (Judy) – Judy is still looking into the structure of the retaining wall behind the tennis courts.  She
needs a structural engineer to recommend a course of action and a contractor to complete the work.
She’s had trouble getting a bid. Pete DeGrood, who owns a commercial cement company, is helping
supply a consultant to review the options, though there have been a few cancellations.  Judy reviewed
the process for approving the wall investment once a few bids are received.  Judy raised a question of
the caucus sign someone put in the planter, and the Board agreed the sign should be allowed to be
posted, along with signs promoting other public service Town/neighborhood information, but probably
for a maximum of 2 weeks.  Judy also raised the lottery money decision by the Town.  Learning that our
Parks funding allocation from lottery funds was being severely reduced, she talked to JD McCrumb,
Town Administrator and called the Lottery offices to discuss the matter.  They informed her that the
decision on how the lottery money is spent is strictly up to the Town of Columbine Valley. Judy will
address her questions to JD again to understand better just how the funds the Town receives from the
Lottery are being reallocated. Apparently the Town mailed out a letter to the President in September
explaining that the park maintenance funding was being reduced to $2,000 in 2016. The Town has
decided to retain the $14,000 in Lottery money for the Town park next to the Town Hall, and the
$14,000 that the Town had been using out of their budget for maintaining the park near the Town Hall
will now be distributed to the Columbine Valley neighborhoods for beautifying the 7 entrances to the
Town. Judy is researching the history of the Lottery money, which she believes Burning Tree was very
proactive in initially securing.  She will ask JD which of our parks are owned by the Town and which are
owned by Burning Tree, and contact former President Jim Keil to find this out if necessary, since Lottery
funds cannot be used for neighborhood-owned parks.  It was noted that Burning Tree parks are used by
residents of all of Columbine Valley including Wilder students at picnics, soccer team practices, Country
Club residents using the playground, etc. and that many Columbine Valley residents enjoy them.
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Karyn shared with Judy an article from the Littleton Independent newspaper that South Suburban Parks
and Recreation matching funds are available for neighborhoods for park beautification.  Applications are
due by March 11.  Judy will consider submitting a matching grant proposal.

Secretary (Karyn) – Karyn circulated the January meeting minutes prior to the meeting for Board
member approval. She provided an update on the Burning Tree HOA website. The website was
updated in late December, and Karyn is submitting to our web consultant changes to the email redirects
and the Board Member web page for the new Board positions, posting the 2016 budget, December and
January financials, and the Annual Meeting minutes. We agreed to spend a nominal amount monthly or
quarterly to post documents to the Burning Tree website, and Karyn will contact the web consultant to
get an estimate of the expense, as none of the Board members are interested in making updates to the
website themselves. Karyn reminded the Board members to get their March newsletter content to her
by end of day Saturday, Feb. 27.
Treasurer (Ted, outgoing) – Dues have been rolling in. Ted agreed to post the dues reminder sign at the
entryway.  He will transition the treasurer responsibilities to Michael Farley and will take him through
the various processes.  Banking was discussed, and the Board recommended that the account have 2
signers on the checking account, so Ted will continue to have signing ability, and Mike will be added.
Only 1 signature will be required, but the Board agreed that having 2 approved signers provides
flexibility, especially when a check is needed urgently. Karyn asked the Board if she should send out an
additional reminder to the neighbors that their 2016 dues are due in 2 weeks or a fee will be incurred,
and the Board agreed.

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.

The next Board meeting is on Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 6:30 PM


