
BURNING TREE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
September 15, 2016

Board Meeting Minutes

A scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Burning Tree Homeowners
Association (“BTHOA”) was held at 6:30 PM (Mountain Time) at the Town Hall of Columbine Valley,
located at 2 Middlefield Road, Columbine Valley, CO 80123.

Present were: Ted Snailum, Michael Farley, Karyn Thompson-Panos, Kim Byers, Patty Scriffiny and Judy
White

Absent was Tara Sonenstein

There was a quorum of the Board.

Guest in attendance: None

Ted served as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Approval of Minutes:
The Board members approved via email the August HOA meeting minutes.

Agenda:
Old Business – New Business – Board Reports:

1.Discussion and Board vote on implementing an HOA transfer fee for new home buyers
2.Discussion on installing a surveillance camera at the Burning Tree entrance (or elsewhere) to

record license plates to be accessed if a crime has been committed
3.Developments in the Tuck property
4.Board reports (pool, social, tennis, financial, secretary, president)

Old Business:
1. Surveillance camera
The Board discussed installing a surveillance camera at the entrance to Burning Tree for use in
identifying culprits when a crime has been committed.  This issue was raised in response to a recent
burglary in the middle of the day. The question had also been raised as to whether an additional pool
camera could be installed and directed towards the parking area in order to capture license plates of
cars parked there if warranted in the future.

Patty Scriffiny consulted with Paul Bennett regarding using a camera at the pool parking lot, but the lot
is too far away from the current surveillance system at the pool to be able to capture license plates.
Also, the current system at the pool supports the maximum number of allowed cameras. To add
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additional cameras, we’d need to upgrade the system at a cost of around $600. In addition, the camera
view from the pool is obstructed by park trees surrounding the playground.
A camera at the Burning Tree entrance would require a 3-wire cable with an unswitched leg.  Paul thinks
the power currently running to the planter at the entrance will not work (and a camera might disrupt
the esthetics of the planter).  Mounting a camera on the Platte Canyon wall might be an option. Both
the wall and the island have power.  Patty reported that we might be able to use an Ethernet power line
adapter. However, wherever the camera is positioned, it must be in a place where vandals cannot easily
destroy or steal it.

The Board discussed placing the camera at one of the properties adjacent to the entrance (such as the
Michels’ or Schnelles’), and it was recommended that we consider approaching the Schnelles regarding
placing the camera on their property. However, a cable would still have to be buried from the circuit
breaker.  A hardened camera will cost $800 to $1,000 (and not be winter proof).  DSL lines would need
to be run and a cabinet would need to be built to house the unit.  The minimum cost for the project
would be $1,500-$3,000. This would include Internet connectivity of the camera.

The Board agreed to look at lower cost alternatives including wireless or home doorbell security systems
and systems not connected to the Internet.  The Board will look at Best Buy, Costco, etc. Karyn will look
at Costco (the carry security equipment only occasionally) and will look into the capability of a wildlife
camera. Patty will check with Best Buy and see if there is a security team who could advise us.

2. Transfer fee
The Board discussed increasing the HOA “transfer” fee for new residents moving into Burning Tree.  The
Board agreed that a transfer fee of $250 will be assessed (the current fee is $25) beginning immediately,
voting 6-0. Kim reported that $250 is low-to-mid range for current transfer fees around town.  The
original $25 transfer fee has never been increased over the life of the neighborhood.

New Business:
1. Tuck property
Ted presented an update on the Tuck property sale. The P&Z meeting scheduled for Sept. 13 was
continued so the developer could consider other options to present at the next P&Z meeting on Oct. 10.
The developer is proposing a “disconnect” process to withdraw the parcel from Columbine Valley.  The
Board of Trustees of Columbine Valley would have to approve the disconnect. If it were not approved,
the developer would then go to the District Court to pursue disconnection. This would require that they
then start the project all over again in Arapahoe County. If the Tuck property were disconnected from
Columbine Valley, the density would still need to be consistent with the Town’s density guidelines.
However, that might allow them to build up to 210 homes (1/2 acre lots on 105 acres), double the
number currently being proposed.  It was noted that if the Board of Trustees approves disconnecting the
Tuck property from Columbine Valley, a referendum among the Town residents would likely ensue.

Ted was informed by Town attorney Lee Schiller that the developer has formally offered to the Country
Club and Village that to accommodate their strong objections to the development, they will drop the
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Fairway Lane entrance and force all traffic through Hunter Run Lane except for the 12 custom homes
facing Fairway Lane.  To appease Burning Tree, they would give the Hunter Run-adjacent homes on
Spyglass Drive a wall.  They would also escrow funds for a traffic signal on Hunter Run. This would
mitigate the impact to both the Country Club/Village and Burning Tree, but would not offer any
mitigation to Polo Meadows.  Lee Schiller represented to Ted that the Town would work with CDOT to
get a light at Hunter Run Lane. However, there is no guarantee that a light will be approved by CDOT.

As part of his fact finding on the matter, Ted reached out to Trey Rogers, attorney for the Village and Old
Town as well as Nancy Doty, County Commissioner, regarding her views on this move to unincorporated
Arapahoe County. She will investigate and get back with Ted in a week or so.

Board Reports:
Parks (Judy White) – Final tree pruning will take place in Nov., when rates are lower.  After the last
windstorm, Judy and Ron saved the neighborhood several hundred dollars by cleaning up all the
downed branches themselves. Judy is still working on getting the sprinklers fixed, which requires a
systematic process.

Treasurer (Michael Farley) – Mike has still only received 1/3 of the pool party fees.  Patty will follow up
with Liz DeGrood to collect the remaining funds.

Social (Kim Byers) – Kim reported that the Bags Tournament was a huge success.  A concert in the park
will take place Oct. 1.

Pools (Patty Scriffiny) – The pool is closed and winterized.  Pam Eller helped pull out lounge chairs that
need to be repaired.  A small amount of water will remain in the pool over the winter.  We had minimal
algae blooms and no glass breakage this year.  The lifeguards were very successful this summer.  Patty
will pull the plug on the remote access at the end of this month.  John O’Donnell submitted a 2-year
contract with no price increase.  Mike stated that the pool contract needs to be bid out.  Several
members of the Board disagreed, reminding the Board that the contract has been in place for 3 or 4
years, and that John provides an incredible amount of services and value for the payment received.   He
handles insurance; lifeguard hiring, scheduling and payment; pool maintenance, etc.  Previously, the
Board considered multiple contractors, and John was the least expensive.  The Board voted 5-1 to
approve the 2-year contract for the next 2 summers.  Additional electrical work will be completed in the
spring, using next year’s budget.

Secretary (Karyn Thompson-Panos) - Karyn asked Board members to send their newsletter articles to her
by noon Wed., Sept. 28. She will include an article from Ted regarding the Tuck property. The next HOA
meeting will include an agenda item on the Oct. 10 P&Z meeting.

President (Ted Snailum) - Ted raised the issue that 4 Board member positions are up in January: Ted,
Judy, Tara, and Patty. Karyn will include this news in the next newsletter.
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Tennis (Tara Sonenstein) – Tara was unable to attend, as she delivered a baby today!

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.

The next Board meeting is on Thursday, Oct. 20, 2016 at 6:30 PM.


