
BURNING TREE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

November 17, 2016

Board Meeting Minutes

A scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Burning Tree Homeowners
Association (“BTHOA”) was held at 6:30 PM (Mountain Time) at the Town Hall of Columbine
Valley, located at 2 Middlefield Road, Columbine Valley, CO 80123.

Present: Ted Snailum, Michael Farley, Tara Sonenstein, Kim Byers, Patty Scriffiny and
Judy White.

Absent: Karyn Thompson-Panos

There was a quorum of the Board.

Guests in attendance:
Mark Shimoda
Don Miller
Debbie Miller
Paul Bennett
Veronica Fitzgerald
Susan Stein
Brian Pendleton
Ken Cook
Linda McMahan

Ted served as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Approval of Minutes:
The Board members approved via email the October HOA meeting minutes.

Tuck Property Discussion

The Planning and Zoning Commission voted to accept The Wild Plum Developer’s latest
development plan which included the revisions that had been requested. These revisions
included:

-building a wall for resident’s backing up to Hunter Run Lane (optional if a resident
prefers to not have a wall)
-keeping the median on Hunter Run Lane
-putting funds in escrow for a traffic light at Hunter Run Lane and Platte Canyon
(contingent on approval from CDOT, which thus far they deemed unnecessary)

The next step in the process is for the Board of Trustees to meet and review the P & Z
recommendation and vote whether to accept or deny the project.  This meeting does not allow for



the public to speak as in the P & Z meetings, but the hope is they will allow each homeowner’s
group representative to have some final input.

Resident guests and board members voiced and discussed the following concerns:

-When will the developer build the promised wall?  Can that be put in writing?
-Request architectural overviews and have this put in writing, with repercussions if the

reviews are not held and requirements implemented.
-Can the brick wall not only be optional for a homeowner, but can the homeowner

receive funds from the developer to design and implement a landscaping plan to achieve the
same goal of blocking construction and traffic nuisances.

-Can residents with a 6 foot existing wall have it made higher?
-Can the promised meeting with developer and the BT residents who back to Hunter Run

take place? When?
-Did the developer address mitigation of dust and other construction consequences along

with the building of the wall?  A wall will not address all the issues of construction.
-Can there be definitive clarification on fire and police access to the new development?
-Can there be more discussion/action on working toward full connectivity of the new

development with the town or at least a 50/50 sharing of the traffic?  Less than full connectivity
is not in compliance with what was promised initially and not with the Master Plan.

-A referendum based solely on connectivity will most likely fail.  Previous experience on
this issue bares out the neighborhoods do not agree on it and the majority of voters (Old Town)
are not in favor of full connectivity – if a referendum is eventually sought it would need to be in
conjunction with other neighborhoods and solely on the issue of this being the wrong builder.

-People in Burning Tree are unaware of many of these issues.
-Have an all BT resident vote on whether to accept the current traffic split proposal or to

continue to fight it.
-The current proposal matches the traffic study projection
-Old Town pushed harder and got the majority of concessions over traffic proposals.
-Our neighborhood has about the same number of homes as the new development that

would use Hunter Run and we do not get a back-up at our light.  However, without a light they
may turn right and then U-turn in Burning Tree to make a left at our light.

Ted will meet with other leaders of other homeowner’s groups soon to discuss what are currently
common goals and what the next step could be IF the Board of Trustees approves the
development.  If a referendum vote is forced by citizen petition because citizens feel the Board
of Trustees should not have approved the plan, it would be on the grounds that this builder is not
the right builder to comply with the Master Plan of Columbine Valley.

Vandalism at the Pool:

The pool cameras recorded the October vandalism at the pool (extensive graffiti) and the vandals
were identified and have been charged by the Columbine Police Department.  They will go
before the City of Columbine judge and punishment/restitution will be determined at that time.
They were 2 juvenile males and they were not Burning Tree residents.



Camera at the entrance:

A surveillance wildlife motion sensor camera has been installed on a light post at the entry to the
neighborhood.  It can record high quality photos of license plates on cars entering and leaving
Burning Tree on a SD card, including night-time photos without bright flashes. It requires
minimal maintenance and the SD card will be retrieved and photos viewed only if a criminal
issue arises. Thanks to Karyn and Dean Panos and Mike Farley for installing it.

Board Reports:

Pool (Patty Scriffiny) Due to the vandalism in October, it was suggested we continue to pay for
Century Link remote Wi-Fi access year-round instead of just May – September, so the pool
cameras can be remotely monitored when necessary.  The cost will be $820/yearly and will come
out of the pool budget which is supplemented by pool party costs and by disconnecting the
payphone.  The cameras will only be monitored to make sure they are working properly and if an
incident of vandalism has occurred. The majority of the board present voted in favor of this (5 to
1). There was a discussion if the wifi should be made public and the majority of the board voted
that this would not be a good idea. (5-1).
“No Trespassing” signs are posted at the pool so the police can legally access the property since
it is a private pool.  The police suggested not posting “Under Surveillance” signage as this often
leads to the cameras becoming the target of vandalism.

Parks (Judy White) – The sprinkler professional scheduled to talk about the state of the Pool Park
sprinklers was postponed due to the amount of time needed to discuss the Tuck property.  He
will be rescheduled for next year.  The front planter and 3 pool planters will be cleaned out for
the winter.  Some trees will be pruned to take advantage of the winter discount given in the off
season.

Treasurer (Michael Farley) – The 2017 Budget was reviewed and approved unanimously by the
board.  It will be presented at the annual meeting for approval by the neighborhood.

Social (Kim Byers) –The Christmas party will be hosted by the Caplis family at 10 Cypress
Point Way on Friday, December 9th, at 6 pm.  A flyer was sent to the neighborhood via email
with party details.

President (Ted Snailum) - Ted raised the issue that 4 Board member positions are up in January:
Ted, Judy, Tara, and Patty. Anyone in the neighborhood is welcome to run for the board; there
will be at least one open position, possibly two, vacated by members deciding not to run again.

Tennis (Tara Sonenstein) – There is a broken swing on the playground, Ted volunteered to fix it.

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.

The next Board meeting is the Annual Meeting on Thursday, January 19, 2017 at 6:30 PM.


