
Minutes of the
2017 Annual Meeting

Of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association

I. Commencement

The 2017 annual meeting of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association
(BTHOA) was held on January 19, 2017 at the Town Hall of Columbine
Valley.  The meeting started at approximately 6:35 p.m. Ted Snailum,
BTHOA President, opened the meeting and presented the agenda below.

II. Attendance

Board members present:

Ted Snailum
Judy White
Kim Byers
Patty Scriffiny
Tina Crine
Karyn Thompson-Panos

Board members not present:

Tara Sonenstein, Tennis Director

Homeowners (by household) present:

15 households were present and voting in person; 18 people were in
attendance in total
18 votes were registered by proxy ballot

III. Board Reports

A. Social: Kim Byers reported that the holiday party was a big
success. We are looking forward to 2017’s social gatherings.



B. Pool:  Patty Scriffiny presented a wrap-up of pool matters.
1. Graffiti at pool will need to be scheduled for clean up. Pam

Eller recommends handyman, John O’Neill.  Receipts need
to be submitted to Columbine Valley police for submittal to
the courts for reimbursement.

2. Additional minor electric work will be scheduled by John
O’Donnell in the next few months.

3. Liz DeGrood has graciously agreed to manage pool party
reservations again this season.

4. Rebecca Near has also generously agreed to manage pool
opening and closing.

C. Secretary: Karyn Thompson-Panos announced that a
volunteer had stepped up to take over the newsletter.  Beginning in March,
the newsletter will be edited and distributed by Barbara Terlecki.  We are
still in need of a volunteer for maintaining the website.

Karyn also reminded residents of the surveillance camera installed at the
entry to the neighborhood. A motion-detecting infrared surveillance camera
was installed at the entrance by Dean Panos.  It captures the coming and
going of vehicles with time stamped photos.  The camera is only accessed
in the event of a crime; it is offline, with no ability to monitor the camera in
real time.  The SD card writes over itself when it becomes full, requiring
little to no maintenance of the camera system.  If a resident needs to
access the camera in the event of a crime, they should contact a Board
member immediately.  Karyn requested a volunteer with a tall ladder to be
responsible for accessing the camera when requested.

D. Parks: Judy White presented a wrap-up of park matters.

Sprinkler improvements:

The amount of $5,000 of unspent money from the 2015 Park’s budget was
given to the Parks in the form of a Capital Improvement for the sprinkler
system in 2016. The amount of money, in any given year, that is available
for park improvements (beyond maintenance), depends a lot on the cost of
water used that year.  That is dependent on climate.  This cost can only be
determined at the end of summer billing cycles; the last major water bill



coming at the beginning of October.  It was prudent to make the repairs in
the next summer, rather than in the fall.

The sprinkler system is old, but it is kept in as good repair as possible.
Parks this size use a 2 inch tap to deliver water volume and we have a 1
inch tap.  Under our water restrictions of 3 days a week, not between 10
am and 6 pm, not watering when the park is highly used (6-10 pm) and
volume issues, we can only deliver so much water within our parameters to
the Pool Park.  It is kept sufficiently green, but the lack of volume limits the
amount of water we can put out – too much demand, not enough supply
(gallons per minute needed is not achievable with our system).  We do the
best we can with what we have.  This past summer saw a replacement of
some heads, valves, tree root pinched underground pipes, etc. to make the
aging system as efficient as possible.  A long term goal would be to
redesign and redo the sprinklers in the Pool Park.  We have no blueprint of
where the pipes and electrical lines run, so it is always a search and find
mission, but it has been working.

The railroad tie planter around the large cottonwood tree at the back of the
North Park was terribly disintegrated.  It has been rebuilt with new ties.

We have done many of the improvements we laid out in the 10 year park
plan.  At present, the budget allows for maintenance of the parks, which are
identified as: watering, mowing, fertilizing, weeding, mulching, tree care,
front planter flowers, dead plant replacement, and sprinkler repair on a
need basis.

The non-maintenance improvements targeted for this year, money
allowing, are:  a new tree at the entrance to replace the bore killed pines
and addressing all the stray sprinkler pipes in Doral Park.

The wall behind the tennis courts had been evaluated by an engineering
firm. The result was that although it is not in danger of failing soon, it will
need to be addressed structurally within the next 10 years and cosmetically
whenever we see fit. It is a long term item we need to be setting aside
funds for.



Lastly, if anyone would like to donate a bench in the parks, please see
Parks Director Judy White.  She has wondered about a multi-family
donation of a bench, with the plaque reading, “Dedicated to the children of
Burning Tree.”  This would be inclusive of children growing up here now as
well as donations from those of us who raised our kids here.  Just an idea,
cost would be dependent on how many donated, but if there were 15
donors, the cost would be approximately $50/family.

E. Tennis:  Karyn Thompson-Panos read into the record the tennis
report from Tara Sonenstein, Tennis Director, who was unable to attend the
meeting.

This year we had to spend a significant amount more than budgeted to fix
the courts. We ended up spending around $4,000 for repairs. Originally we
had hoped to just do crack repairs but that was not going to be sufficient. At
one point in the past, fabric overlays were used for repairs and we had to
cut those out and fix them. Since our courts are asphalt, ongoing
maintenance will be required. The tennis court contractor estimated that we
will need to spend around $2,000 either yearly or every other year, to
maintain the courts properly, depending on the weather and wear. We were
also advised that we will probably need to resurface the courts in about 5
years at an estimated expense of $10,000-$15,000.

We had also spoken about court dividers at the request of a resident. Due
to the age of our fence, we would need to install a support pole to carry the
weight. This would cost approximately $2,500. Also, there was concern that
our courts are too close together to have them, and so the Board agreed
that no action be taken.

F. Architectural Review Committee: Vince Harris reported on the
large number of projects that the ARC handled in 2016. Normally the ARC
reviews about 30-35 projects per year.  In 2016 the committee reviewed 52
projects: approximately 11 in landscaping, 10 new roofs, 8 painting
projects, and 5 violations (doing work without prior approval), 2 windows, 3
gutters, etc.  Vince thanked Dennis Beck and Jim Sweeney for taking the
time to review these 52 projects.

G. Treasurer: Ted Snailum summarized the 2016 budget and
expenses, as there was a change in Board position just before Christmas,



with Tina Crine replacing Michael Farley. We were on budget overall for
the 2016 budget.  We had more capital expenditures in 2016 than usual,
including deferred maintenance, but we had budgeted well for those
expenses. We had all but 1 homeowner pay their 2016 dues and
assessment. When notified, that resident identified that the check had been
lost in the mail and is rectifying the situation.

Ted also led the discussion of the 2017 budget, which was the next item of
business.

IV. Action Items

A. Budget:  The next order of business was approval of the
BTHOA 2017 Budget as previously approved by the Board and submitted
to the Burning Tree homeowners with the notice of the 2017 BTHOA
Annual Meeting. The budget includes $12,200 that goes into the capital
budget and just over $70,000 going into our general budget.  We continue
to receive $2,000 in lottery money. The Board agreed to increase the
transfer fee to $250 from $25 when a home is sold.

After a little further discussion about the budget and capital reserves, a
motion was duly made and seconded to approve the BTHOA 2017 Budget,
a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A.  As 33 votes present in person or
by proxy voted in favor the budget, the BTHOA 2017 Budget was
approved.

B. Board seats: Ted then turned to the nominations for the four
open Class B Director positions (meaning Board seats that come up for
election in odd years), being:

Ted Snailum
Judy White
Amy Chekal
Kerri Luther



A verbal vote was cast, with all homeowners present voting to approve the
four nominations.  18 proxy ballots were counted, all of which approved the
Class B Director nominations.

V. New Business
A. Patrick Fitzgerald reported an incident on his property where

his mailbox was damaged and would like to review the security camera
footage.  Karyn Thompson-Panos will work with Brett Saunders and Vince
Harris to check to see if there is camera footage for the date and time of
the incident. This will require a very tall ladder to remove the camera and
then replace it.  Karyn also took the action item to notify the Burning Tree
police department that the surveillance camera is available for identifying
traffic into and out of Burning Tree in case a crime is committed.

B. The Wild Plum Farm development timeline was discussed, with
Ted Snailum providing a timeline update and summary of HOA President
briefings. The sale of the Tuck property has closed. The Planning and
Zoning Commission will review updates to the project in April and then
send the project to the Board of Trustees.  The meeting of the Board of
Trustees will be open to the public in the June timeframe, though the
Planning and Zoning Commission meeting in April will not be open to the
public.

The Town is aware that the residents along Hunter Run Lane would like to
extend the height of the wall to 8’, though it is not agreed to at this point.
Mitigation efforts during construction are in process.

VI. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.



Exhibit A – Approved Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association 2017 Budget




