
BURNING TREE HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION
September 20, 2017

Board Meeting Minutes

A scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s
Association (“BTHOA”) was held at 6:30 P.M. (Mountain Time) at the Town Hall of Columbine Valley,
located at 2 Middlefield Road, Columbine Valley, CO 80123.

Board members present were: Ted Snailum, Judy White, Amy Chekal, Kim Byers, Tina Crine and Karyn
Thompson-Panos

Absent: Kerri Luther. There was a quorum of the Board.

Guests in attendance:
Richard Champion, Mayor 20 Spyglass Dr.
Vince Harris 6 Spyglass Dr.
Barbara Keusch 12 Spyglass Dr.
Mike and Pam Eller 8 Winged Foot Way
Gerry and Susan Pasek 10 Doral Lane
Arvin and Athenia Michel 25 Spyglass Dr.
Gregg Saunders 26 Spyglass Dr.
Patrick and Veronica Fitzgerald 59 Spyglass Dr.
Debbie Peppard 67 Spyglass Dr.
Mark Roberts 23 Spyglass Dr.
Frank and Theresa Lopez 7 Cypress Point Way
Marty and Ellen Balkema 43 Spyglass Dr.
Arthur Mauldin 9 Winged Foot Way
Barbara Longsine 10 Spyglass Dr.
Marilyn and Jerry Koblitz 44 Spyglass Dr.
Cindy Spear 9 Doral Lane

Ted served as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Approval of Minutes:
The Board members approved via email the minutes from the July HOA meeting via email (there was no
HOA Board meeting in August).

Agenda:
A. Old Business – New Business:
1. Wild Plum Farm development update
2. Proposed changes to Burning Tree entrance and traffic light
3. Upcoming elections: 3 Board positions up for election in Jan.
4. Status of vacant properties - ARC
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B. Board Reports

1. Wild Plum Farm development update
President Ted Snailum gave an update on the status of the Wild Plum Farm development.
CalAtlantic has received approval from the Board of Trustees to proceed with their approved
plan to build 95 homes on the Tuck property.  22 homes will access Fairway Lane and the other
73 homes will access Hunter Run. In response to concerns by meeting attendees regarding the
quality and number of homes being built, Ted Snailum explained that the developer had
threatened to secede from Columbine Valley and build the development in Arapahoe County,
with threats of much higher density and lower quality construction. For this reason, among
others, it was felt that the Town got the best deal possible from the developer, with oversight of
architectural designs and an agreement to build fewer homes.

Mayor Champion stated that the development will enhance the property values in Burning Tree.
He addressed the issue of Cypress Point Way by stating that there has never been any discussion
of opening up Cypress Point Way, which was deeded over to the 2 homeowners adjacent to it.
He added that the more Burning Tree talks about Cypress Point, the more visible it becomes to
the members of the Town Board of Trustees.  The Mayor suggested that this is a dead issue.
There would be significant legal wrangling from Burning Tree if the Town made any overtures to
condemn the land on Cypress Point Way to connect Wild Plum Farm to the traffic light in
Burning Tree.  A resident requested that Richard Champion issue a letter stating that there will
be no plan to condemn Cypress Point Way. The Town has passed a resolution every few years
to reconfirm that Cypress Point Way will not be opened up.  The Mayor suggests that this only
serves to keep the topic front and center before the Town Board of Trustees and strongly urges
us not to keep asking for a renewed resolution. He agreed to draft a letter stating the above
position and distribute it to Burning Tree residents.

Construction traffic for all of the custom homes and half of the cul-de-sac homes in Wild Plum
Farm will access Fairway Lane.  Construction traffic for the remaining homes will access Hunter
Run Lane. Residents voiced concern that there was not full connectivity between Fairway Lane
and Hunter Run Lane when Wild Plum Farm is developed, a perceived safety issue. They Mayor
explained that the development will deploy raising/lowering bollard that will block access to
cars between the 2 areas of the development except in case of emergency, at which time first
responders will be able to lower the bollards for emergency vehicle access and connectivity.

2. Proposed changes to Burning Tree entrance and traffic light
Neighbors in attendance discussed the planter at the entryway to Burning Tree and the desire
for the Mayor or Town Administrator to issue a letter stating that the planter will not be
removed.  The Mayor stated that removal of the planter at this time is not an issue.  However, at
a future date, when there is a different Board of Trustees or a different Mayor, things could
change.  At this point, there is no plan to remove the planter. A letter was requested of the
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Mayor stating that position, and he agreed to send this opinion, that the planter will not be
removed, in writing.

As background, the Mayor explained that the Town Administrator was asked by the Board of
Trustees to look into improving Platte Canyon traffic, working with Arapahoe County, City of
Littleton, DRCOG, and Jefferson County. Because of Denver Water pipes, Platte Canyon cannot
be widened and must remain a 2-lane road.  One recommendation to improve the traffic flow
would be to synch up left turn lanes from Burning Tree and Coal Mine onto Platte Canyon.  This
was raised 8 or 9 months ago but was put to rest at that time. CDOT approached the Town later
and asked that the planter be reduced and moved back to allow the light at the Burning Tree
entrance and the intersection of Coal Mine and Platte Canyon to be coordinated. The BT HOA
Board informed JD McCrumb, Town Administrator, and the Mayor that the reconfiguration of
the planter would absolutely not be acceptable.  On Sept. 18 JD wrote a letter to Ted Snailum
stating that the removal of the planter was a dead issue and would not be revisited for a few
years.

Resident Barbara Keusch has done extensive research into the history behind this issue and
explained that a task force had been formed by the prior mayor to address the traffic issues on
Platte Canyon.  CDOT attended those meetings and was aware of this proposal years ago.

The Mayor explained that 3 major changes are in plan along Platte Canyon: 1) Platte Canyon will
move west 3-4 feet to accommodate a 5’ sidewalk along the wall from the Burning Tree
entrance south to Hunter Run Lane, 2) A dedicated right-hand turn lane going west at Platte
Canyon and Coal Mine has been proposed, and 3) Light synchronization is planned for Coal
Mine, Fairway Lane and Bowles.

Resident Eric Chekal requested that the mayor provide the final plan along Platte Canyon up to
Coal Mine Ave. A resident requested that the Mayor speak with JD to align their opinions and
speak with one voice.

3. Board positions up for election in 2018
Karyn Thompson-Panos, Secretary, explained that according to the HOA bylaws, 3 Board
positions will complete their 2-year term at the end of this year.  At the Annual Meeting in
January, residents will vote for 3 Board positions.  The Board members whose terms are nearing
completion are Tina Crine, current Treasurer, Kim Byers, current Social Director and Karyn
Thompson-Panos, current Secretary.  While both Tina and Kim have expressed interest in
running for another term, Karyn expressed her plan not to run again and asked the residents in
attendance to consider nominations for a new Board member.  All interested parties should
contact a current Board member.

4. Status of vacant properties – ARC report
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Vince Harris, ARC Chairman, provided an update to the Board on the status of 2 vacant
properties. 9 Spyglass was recently purchased and its remodeling is coming along well.  83
Fairway is being redone and the lawn has greened up. The interior of 93 Fairway was scheduled
for demolition a month ago.  However, the builder has had trouble getting a permit to turn off
the gas and water. However, in the meantime, the house has gone under contract.

Signs have gone up to prevent pedestrians and other forms of transportation from cutting
through the Vukovich and Smith properties to reach Fairway Lane.

New Topics Added to the Agenda:
1. Status of maintenance responsibility for the golf cart path. Ted will speak with JD McCrumb. Ted
reported that JD McCrumb had agreed to put up no parking signs above and below the cart path
between Spyglass Drive and Fairway Lane, to improve security and safety.

Board Reports:
Pools (Amy Chekal) – Amy reported that the pool was closed after Labor Day after a successful summer

season with no issues.  The pool has been drained and winterized. New No Trespassing signs have been
posted. The pump room has an equipment leak, which John O’Donnell will get pricing for repairs to Amy,
along with a cost proposal to replace a pool bulb. Ongoing repairs were not covered by the capital
improvement budget.  Amy will submit additional bills to Tina.

Treasurer (Tina Crine) – Tina reported that the ending balance in the bank account at the end of August
is $76,000. The Board agreed to discuss the 2018 budget requirements at the Oct. HOA meeting.  In light
of pending repairs on the tennis courts, retaining wall, and sprinkler system over the next several years,
the Board agreed that we may need to consider raising HOA dues to prepare for the investments that
will be required to support our aging infrastructure.  The Board agreed that preserving the amenities in
our neighborhood benefits all neighbors, as it contributes to home prices.

Social (Kim Byers) – The concert and bags tournament were very successful.

Parks (Judy White) – Judy reported that the sprinklers were inadvertently turned off when the pool was
winterized, thus causing some dry areas in the pool park and loss of the pool flowers in the pots. The water has
been turned back on until the end of October and the grass should recover nicely.

Tennis (Kerri Luther) – Kerri was unable to attend the meeting.  She sent the following report via email:

Crack repairs were completed in July on all four courts for a total of $4,346. There were many delays in
getting them completed because of the early rain and cold weather.

Coatings, Inc. was the company that did the crack repair and they really don't recommend just doing
crack repair for another year. The cracks will continue to come back, and costs for just crack repair will
continue to get higher each year. They recommend getting crack repair and resurface next year (2017
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quote was $24K for four courts). Kerri will also consider getting another quote from a reputable court
repair company. We can revisit this issue in Spring 2018.

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

The next Board meeting was to be held on Thursday, October 19, 2017 at 6:30 P.M.


