
Minutes of the  
2019 Annual Meeting  

Of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association 
 
I. Commencement 

The 2019 annual meeting of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association 
(BTHOA) was held on January 17, 2019 at the Town Hall of Columbine 
Valley.  The meeting started at approximately 6:40 p.m.  Ted Snailum, 
BTHOA President, opened the meeting and presented the agenda below.  

 

II. Attendance 

Board members present: 

Ted Snailum 
Kim Byers 
Amy Chekal 
Tina Crine 
 
Board members not present: 

*Kerri Luther, Secretary 
Katie Mohler, Tennis 
Judy White, Parks 
 
 
Homeowners (by household) present: 

14 households were present and voting in person. 14 residents in total 
were in attendance, in addition to the 4 current Board members.  27 votes 
were registered by proxy ballot. 
 
 

 

*In Kerri Luther’s absence, Karyn Thompson-Panos took the minutes. 



III. Board Reports 

 A. Pool:  Amy Chekal has done a great job in her role as Pool 
Director for the past two years.  Ted thanked her for her dedicated service.  
Amy presented a wrap-up of pool matters for 2018 and 2019: 
 
2018: 
 
We had another great pool season in Burning Tree.  The pool officially 
opened on Friday, May 25th.  We had success hiring Burning Tree teens to 
open and close the pool each day of the season.  We hosted six private 
parties. 

In the spring we replaced one underwater flood light that had burned out.  
In addition, we replaced the 10+ year control panel that had a failing flow 
cell that helps distribute chemicals to the pool.   

In June we had a boiler inspection done and the boiler passed that 
inspection with no problems to report.   

In September the tennis court and pool gate locks along with the pool 
bathrooms and shed were all rekeyed.  Board members helped distribute 
new keys to residents. There are still a handful of residents who have not 
received their new key as they were not home when we were out 
distributing them and they have not reached out to make arrangements to 
get the new key.  Also in September, the Board approved the proposal to 
reduce the pool hours of operation by one hour by having the pool close at 
9 PM.  In addition, private parties will now run from 5-9 PM. 

In October we received a new two year maintenance contract from John 
O’Donnell, All Star Pools. The contract had a price increase of $2000 each 
year, making it a total of $22,000 each year. This increase just covers his 
cost of paying the lifeguards since the minimum wage has increased over 
the years.  All Star Pools have been managing the pool and lifeguards for 
five years now, and this is the first time we have gotten a rate increase.  
Nothing else in the contract has changed from the previous contract.  The 
board approved and accepted the two year contract. 



2019: 

New pool signage will need to be ordered in the spring to reflect the new 
closing time of 9 PM.   

Amy also recommended employing the teens again to open/close the pool.  
She remarked that this is a win/win for the teens in our neighborhood and 
for the pool director. 

Liz Degrood agreed to help handle the private party reservations again this 
year.  Amy thanked Liz for all her help with managing the party 
reservations. 

John O’Donnell has been getting some bids from contractors to resurface 
the pool and also retile it, as we have a recurring issue of several tiles 
falling off each year.  Amy has not received any of the bids however, so it is 
unknown at this time what those costs might be. 

The pool is scheduled to open on Saturday, May 25th, but Amy 
recommended asking John O’Donnell if we could open a day early on 
Friday, May 24th to coincide with the last day of school for LPS as we have 
done for the past several years. 

 
 

B.   Tennis:  Ted Snailum, President, provided the following report 
for Katie Mohler (Tennis Director) in her absence: 
 
2018: 
 
All the neighborhood tennis courts were completely resurfaced in 
September of 2018. This included removal of old patches, sanding down 
uneven bumps, new patches for the cracks, new paint and new nets. The 
northwest court was painted for pickle ball. Renner Sports completed all the 
work. The courts are in great shape and there is no visible cracking at this 
point.  Renner Sports doesn’t foresee any maintenance this coming year 
other than power-washing to remove the dirt/dust from the winter.  

 



2019: 
 
1. Resident Tara Sonenstein has found a tennis professional who would be 
able to give tennis lessons and clinics to neighborhood kids and adults. He 
is available for a meet and greet in April at the courts, to talk about his 
services and pricing and give a clinic. He provides lessons and clinics in 
nearby neighborhoods. He carries his own insurance.  
2. Katie has been asked over the year about setting up an online court 
reservation system. This would be helpful for lessons and clinics. There is 
already a group of women who take a lesson on Sunday mornings. She 
solicited input on what kind of free system might be available.  
3. Katie would like to put together a tennis social round robin during the 
summer, likely mixed doubles. She will work with Kim to set up a time and 
a plan.  
 
 
 C. Parks:  In Judy White’s absence, Ted presented a wrap-up of 
park matters.  Ted thanked Judy for her many years managing the parks 
and leaving them in such great shape, with contractors signed up for most 
foreseeable tasks.  Her efforts have enhanced the beauty of our 
neighborhood. 
 
2018: 

In 2018, there were two major focuses in the parks besides regular 
maintenance. First, was replacing portions of the walking path along the 
southeast corner of the pool and resealing the entire path to extend its life.  
Tree roots heaved this area to a point it was deemed very inconvenient for 
path activities and a tripping hazard.  Sunland Asphalt, formerly Black/Gold 
Construction, did the work and did a very good job.  The second was 
concentrating on finding and repairing errant sprinkler leaks and adding 
heads for better coverage when possible. 
 
We had a neighborhood clean-up day in June; 21 neighbors, including 3 
children volunteered their time and/or vehicles to put new mulch on the 
playground, weed the off lawn areas in the pool park and in the front 
planter.  In the span of about 3 hours we accomplished a tremendous 
amount of work and enjoyed time with our neighbors. This literally saved 
the neighborhood many hundreds of dollars – volunteers keep our 
neighborhood great. 



 
Thank you to Gerry & Susan Pasek for putting up the Christmas décor, 
Darrell Finneman for helping Gerry take it down and Mark Shimoda for 
storing the decorations.  Darrell Finneman also cleans and maintains the 
wall lanterns at the entrance.  His work is appreciated. 
 
Stan States donated another bench in the Pool Park this fall.  Thank you to 
Stan for his generosity – the benches are well used and loved by all. 
 
  
2019: 
 
Suggestions for the coming year: 
 -Continue to update the sprinkler system, funds allowing 
 -Fresh mulch where it is needed 
 -Possibly put up a sign(s) stating “No motorized vehicles/golf carts in 
the Park,” - it is an ongoing problem.   
 - Find a contractor or individual who does off lawn weeding on a 
regular basis 
 

 
D.  Social:  Kim Byers reported that there is wine left over from the 

Christmas party that can be used for a spring fling.  She welcomed 
suggestions from residents for future gatherings. 

 
 
G.  Treasurer:  Tina Crine, Treasurer, presented the following 

wrap-up for 2018 and proposed budget for 2019.  (We have previously 
distributed the 2019 budget, along with 2018 budget and the actual for 
2018.)   
 
Our cash on hand currently is $52,187. 
Our dues will remain the same as last year.  Dues income is $77,348 and 
Capital Reserve income is $20,252. 
 
The budget proposed for 2019, approved by the Board and requiring 
approval from the homeowners, reflects these anticipated expenditures by 
each functional member of the Board: 



1.  Parks:  current director Judy White anticipates we can stay within 
budget next year without an increase. There will be continual repair to 
sprinklers required. The Parks budget will remain at $33,000 per year.   
 
This was Judy’s last year as our Parks Director, and she will be greatly 
missed. All of her work to maintain and improve the beauty and 
functionality of our parks over the years is deeply appreciated. 
 
2.   Pool:  Pool Director Amy Chekal recommended a budget increase of 
budget from $31,000 to $33,000 to cover an increase in All Star Pools 
maintenance fees. If any additional repairs are to be done, they will come 
from the capital reserve.  
 
This was Amy’s last year as Pool Board Member and she will be greatly 
missed. 
 
3. Social Events:  Kim Byers, Social Director, anticipates a budget of 
$3,100, the same as in 2018.  
 
4. Tennis:  Katie Mohler, Tennis Director, sees a need for the same 
budget as in 2018, $1,000.  
 
5.  We have increased our income from transfer fees from $1,950 in 
2017 to $4,000 in 2018, as our transfer fee is $ 1,000 per home.  In 2018 
six homes sold. 
 
6. Tina reported that she has been asked for a letter of status on 75 
Fairway Lane, so it may be in escrow.  9 Spyglass is still for sale at this 
time. 
 
7. To date (1/17/19) 25 HOA fee checks have been received for the 
current year. 
 
 
 



Capital Expense: 
The tennis court resurfacing ($34,000), the walkway replacement in the 
park, and the new pool control panel were the three capital expenses we 
had in 2018.   
 
 
IV. Action Items 

 A. Budget:  The next order of business was approval of the 
BTHOA 2019 Budget as previously approved by the Board and submitted 
to the Burning Tree homeowners with the notice of the 2019 BTHOA 
Annual Meeting.   

Ted explained the bylaws regarding budget approval and the Board’s 
approach to estimating the budget for next year.   

Steve Baca raised the issue of increasing the transfer fee for new home 
purchases.  The Board has raised the fee from $25 to $250 to the current 
$1,000. Steve felt that $1,000 was low considering the value of our homes. 
Steve also raised the issue of capping the capital reserve, as that fee was 
represented as a temporary fee.  Ted explained that we have an aging 
infrastructure that will require major expenditures.  At the end of 2018, our 
cash on hand was only $52,000, which the Board considered an insufficient 
reserve to discontinue the capital reserve fee in 2019.  

As 45 votes present in person or by proxy voted in favor the budget, the 
BTHOA 2019 Budget was approved.  27 proxy ballots were counted, and 
24 approved the budget, with 1 voting against it.  A copy of the approved 
BTHOA 2019 Budget is attached as Exhibit A.   

 

  

 



B. Board seats:  Ted then turned to the nominations for the four open 
Class B Director positions (meaning Board seats that come up for election 
in odd years), being: 

 Hanna Rich 
 Mandy Spina 
 Ted Snailum (returning) 
 Kerri Luther (returning) 
 
A verbal vote was cast, with the Board members and all homeowners 
present voting to approve the four nominations.  27 proxy ballots were 
counted, all of which approved the Class B Director nominations. 
 
 
 
V.   New Business  

 
A.    Steve Baca raised the issue of the cottonwood trees posing 

safety issues.  He stated that he estimates the cost to remove one 
cottonwood tree to cost around $1,500. He suggested the Board consider 
removing all of these trees, which are considered by some to be weeds.   
Judy White, Parks Director, has planted new trees around the pool in order 
to provide shade when the cottonwoods are removed.  The cottonwood at 
the southeast corner of the pool is the next on the list to remove.  The 
Board took under advisement the suggestion to remove the cottonwood 
trees. 

 
B.   Steve Baca raised the issue of cars and golf carts speeding 

through the neighborhood.  He suggested making the sign in front of his 
house bidirectional, so people leaving the neighborhood would slow down.  
He suggested a solar-powered sign that tells drivers what their current 
speed is.  Ted remarked that the HOA is not capable of managing speed 
limits or speed bumps on the street, though the Board has approached the 
Town asking for better monitoring.  Ted agreed to ask the Town to place a 
solar-operated sign showing the speed of the drivers.  The group 



suggested a letter be sent out to the residents reminding them to watch 
their speed, especially because of the large number of children. 

 
C.  Vince Harris suggested a left turn light at the entrance, timed 

with the east-bound light on Coal Mine.  Ted explained that CDOT refuses 
to allow this as long as Burning Tree maintains the planter at the entry, as 
the turn lanes at westbound and eastbound Coal Mine would overlap.  
Vince also reported that there were 52 projects requiring Architectural 
Control Committee approval in 2018, which indicates homeowners are 
investing in their property. 

 
D.  Paul Bennett raised the issue of the shared right-hand lane on 

the eastbound lane of Coal Mine, causing issues with the traffic going 
straight into Burning Tree.  CDOT manages all of these traffic decisions. 

 
E. Neighbors have raised the issue of replacing the security 

camera at the neighborhood entrance on Platte Canyon. Ted asked Paul 
Bennett to investigate what it would take to put a security camera at the 
entrance to Burning Tree, as he managed the security camera selection 
and setup at the pool.  The solar-powered game camera that had been 
installed at the entry was stolen. 

 
F.  Stan States suggested that the Town reinstitute the Columbine 

Valley car sticker. 
 
G.  Pam Eller raised the idea to do landscaping along the outside 

of the wall.  She suggested that the Town be asked to handle this 
landscaping. Ted had addressed this with JD McCrumb, who said there is 
no plan for the Town to landscape the wall north of the entry.   

 
H. Ted gave a short update on Wild Plum Farm development.  

There is no new news on the development until spring. 
 
VI.  Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m. 



Exhibit A  
 Approved Burning Tree Homeowner’s Association 2019 Budget 
 

 
 


