
BURNING TREE HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION 
June 18, 2020 

Board Meeting Minutes 
 

A scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Burning Tree Homeowner’s 
Association (“BTHOA”) was held at 6:30 P.M. (Mountain Time) via Zoom (virtual meeting).  
 

Board members present:  Ted Snailum, Mandy Spina, Katie Mohler, Kerri Luther, Hanna Rich, 
Jessie Larzelere 
Absent: Tina Crine 
Attendees: Vince Harris, Ellen Balkema, Barbara Keusch, Gregg and Mary Saunders, Ben Lewis, 
Dennis Beck, Eric Chekal, Trish Dudley, Liz Barber, Ken Cook 

 
Ted Snailum called the meeting to order at 6:35PM. 
 
New Business:  
Ted Snailum read the following statement: 
As you are aware, Gregg and Mary Saunders of 26 Spyglass Dr. appealed the ARC’s decision to deny the 
placement of a trampoline between their home and the home immediately to the west. The ARC 
determined that the Saunders could have a trampoline in their backyard, but could not place it in their 
side yard between homes. The Saunders have appealed to the board to overturn this decision. The 
appeal process is in place to provide homeowner’s recourse should the ARC fail in some way to execute 
their responsibilities in accordance with the stated guidelines.  
 
Our task at this time is to determine if the ARC acted in accordance with the letter and intent of the BT 
architectural guidelines and covenants in the case of the Saunders’ trampoline placement request.  
 
Obviously, BT is a covenant-controlled community and we all agreed to those covenants when we 
purchased our homes. This is a vital aspect of our community that makes Burning Tree an exceptional 
community. An important purpose of the covenants and guidelines is to preserve the aesthetics of the 
neighborhood for the benefit of the common good and prevent subjective decisions made by 
homeowners that compromise the overall look of the neighborhood and/or diminish property values.  

I want to remind everyone of the role and authority of the ARC. According to the written covenants: 

“The role of the ARC is directed toward review and approval of exterior design, appearance, landscaping 
and overall aesthetics in accordance to the Covenants and Guidelines. The ARC strives to maintain 
personal and architectural harmony in the neighborhood. The ARC will strive to ensure that these 
guidelines and the covenants are upheld as well as offer help to guide individuals who wish to enhance 
or upgrade the outside of their homes. The ARCs key objectives are to: 
• Maintain and enhance the beauty and value of our homes and neighborhood 
•Ensure that any improvements enhance the home’s value 
•Follow the process and timeline commitments with homeowners’ proposals 
•Open the doors of communication with our neighbors 
•Welcome and educate new homeowners that move into the community” 
 



The guidelines also state: 
“Burning Tree is a community where diverse interests intermingled creating a need and forum in which 
various site developments can be evaluated for their impact and harmony with others. Therefore, these 
Guidelines, pertaining to exterior development and upkeep, have been adopted to provide a basis for 
consistency of aesthetics, while respecting the natural setting and allowing creative expressions.” 
 
The guideline that specifically applies to Children’s play equipment says: 
 
Although play equipment is allowed, size, type, and location can be disturbing to adjacent neighbors. 
Equipment that includes a playhouse is considered a structure and will not be allowed. We encourage  
you to discuss any oversized play equipment with your neighbors prior to submitting the request to the 
ARC.” 
 
Since the appeal process is a matter between the Board, the ARC, the homeowner, and the neighbors 
directly involved, it does not require public neighborhood input, or vote.  
 
I want to review the appeal process that has taken place prior to this meeting:  

1. All parties directly involved in this decision submitted written statements to the board. This 
was to ensure that each affected person was adequately heard and that their words are 
accurately documented. All parties involved were presented with all documents.  
Since this is an open board, all of the letters will be made available to other concerned letters 
upon request. Please notify me if you would like to read them. 
2. The Board reviewed all pertinent documents related to the matter, and were asked to submit 
any questions or concerns to the Board in writing. There were no additional questions or 
concerns expressed by the Board. 
3. The task before the Board now is to vote whether the ARC acted in accordance with the letter 
and intent of the BT architectural guidelines and covenants in the case of the Saunders’ 
trampoline placement request. I will be recusing myself from this decision to avoid conflict of 
interest.  

 
A motion was made and seconded to uphold the decision of the ARC concerning the placement of the 
Saunders trampoline.  
They voted 5 in favor, 1 recused, 1 abstained, motion was passed. 
 
Ted thanked the ARC and the Board and encouraged the Saunders to continue working with the ARC to 
find a suitable location that was within the guidelines.  
 
Board Reports: 
Treasurer (Tina Crine) –  
Bank balance as of 5/31 is $182,365 
 
Tennis (Katie Mohler)-  

 There was standing water on the SW court, Katie is going to keep an eye on it and see if an issue 
moving forward.  

 Keys were left on the courts last Sunday (6/14) if anyone comes forward looking for them.  
 A replacement bench has been ordered but will be a few weeks before it arrives.  



 Renner Sports will be coming out to look at repairs and give an estimate, might wait until next 
Spring to do those crack repairs. 

 
Social (Jessie Larzelere)–  
See 4th of July notes in Pool section. No additional social information.  
 
Pools (Mandy Spina) –  
Pool sign up seems to be going well with no real issues.  Notes for 4th of July Weekend:  

 Limit to one sign up for either Saturday or Sunday to allow for all families to enjoy the pool 
 Family only should be allowed in your zone (no friends outside the neighborhood for the 4th 

weekend).   
 Remind homeowners that must be 18 to be at pool. 
 Grill area will remain closed  

 
Parks (Hanna Rich) –   

 Tree clean up trimming scheduled for June 29-30th  
 Water bill quite a bit higher than it has been, so might cut back on the water slightly 
 Looking to schedule a neighborhood work day to spread mulch in the park area sometime in 

July.  Look for a sign-up genius to help.  
 
Other News:  
Ken Cook suggested a car show in the neighborhood on the 4th of July.  Board agreed that this could be a 
fun thing for the neighborhood.  Cars would be parked in the pool parking lot that allows space for 
viewing.  Ken will head this up by sending out an email with additional details.  
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
The next Board meeting will take place on July 16th at 6:30. 
 


